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II'T Delhi student held
for harassing IIT
Kanpur student online

Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD: A final-year B,
Tech student from Indian
Institute of Technology in
Delhi, Surender, who aileg-
edly had been harassing a
woman and her family by
posting visuals of her private
moments online, landed be-
hind bars here. -

The Cyber Crime unit of.
the Crime Investigation De-
partment picked him 'up
three days ago from his
home town of Mahboobabad
in  Warangal * district,
brought him to Hyderabad
for questioning, and arrest-
ed him after gathering evi-
dence,

The victim, who joined
the engineering programme
in IIT, Kanpur, a year ago,
too, hails from
Mahboobabad.

The woman’s father, a
doctor, contacted Surender
for guidance, when his
daughter got admission in
II'T. “Surender used to come
to Kanpur to help her pur-
chase books, prepare notes,
and thus became close to
her. But he had a grudge
against the woman as she
turned down his marriage
proposal,” CID Additional
SP, U. Rammohan, said.

A few months ago, he al-
legedly took her to the office
of Arya Samaaj in Kanpur
without disclosing his clan-
destine plan to marry her.
When the woman refused in
the last minute, the Arya Sa-

maaj personnel called in the
police. He was then arrested.

Later, he began sending
threatening emails and text
messages on the phone to
her. A case in this regard was
registered by the Mahboo-
babad police, He was arrest-
ed in this case, too. After
coming out on bail, Sure-
nder allegedly continued to
make threatening calls to
her.

“He had uploaded visuals
of the private moments of
the student, which he had
earlier recorded secretly,
onto the Internet, and circu-
lated the details among her
friends,” Mr. Rammohan
said. Surender also created a
fake account of her elder sis-
ter in a social website.,

Describing her as a call
girl, he gave the mohile
phone number of her moth-
er in the profile, subjecting

the family to trauma, the Ad-

ditional SP said, Based on a
complaint lodged by the
family head, the CID sleuths
traced the Internet Protocol
address, and found that the
visuals were uploaded by
Surender,

A case under the provi-
sions of the Information
Technology Act and Sec-
tions 507 (criminal intimi-
dation by anonymous
communication) and 509
(word, gesture, or act in-
tended to insult the modesty
of a woman) of the Indian
Penal Code was registered
against him,
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 IIT admission comes with a bestseller

Vanita Srivastava
 Vanita shrivastava®hindusiantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The 117 students,
who have been given an
admission offer in IIT-
Gandhinagar this year have
got a special gift from the
institute — Paulo Coelho's
hestseller, The Alchemist.
And the students will have
to read the book before they
come for their Foundation
Day programme, which
begins on July 19

“We will have a special
session to review and dis-
cuss the book," says

Associate Dean (academics)
Amit Prashant.

This unique way of bond-
ing with the newcomers
began last year when the
institute sent Khushw- .
ant Singh's Train to
Pakistan to students .

“Those who prepare
for IT-JEE don't
study anything
apart from
their hooks
on physics,
chemistry
and mathe-
matics. We
wanted to
revive their
reading

habits, This ide

p-9

came to us after several

rounds of brainstorming ses-

sions. We have noticed that

there is a change in students
who read books

curriculum,” says
Prashant.

The books

f| generally
&1l reach 2-3

|| days after the
offer letter he
il said, adding:

| “This helps
.. build a

7
: o" ment of the
‘{ = students with

the institute”

ILLUSTRATION: ABHIMANYU

beyond their school .

Q.

On the selection of the
books, he said; “We choose
books that are easy to read.”

“While copies of the book
have already been sent to
those who have opted for
1I'T-Gandhinagar, we will
not ask those who decide to
switch to any other IIT, after
the third round of seat allot-
ment, to return these
books,” Prashant said. “In
fact, anyone who joins us
after the third round will
also be sent this book.”

Maintaining that his insti-
tute was taking several steps
to inculcate reading habit,
he said: “Even our meritori-
ous students are felicitated
with books every semester.”

.
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"m going to stick my neck out and

guess that most of you don’t under-

stand what 2 Higg's boson is. I'll

also guess that you realised the

immense importance of its discov-
ery only because you read about it being
immensely important. If the media had
informed you of the existence of a gigan-
tic panda in the Cygnus constellation,
your reaction would have been more
emphatic though — because unlike the
Higg's boson, you know what a panda
looks like.

For those of us who have registered
the fact that “The God Particle’ is a
masterful branding gesture in the same
league as ‘God’s own country’, we have
learnt over the last few days that the
Higg's boson is a sub-atomic by-product
of a mechanism by which elementary
particles get their mass, or why ‘stuff”
weigh anything. As a scientist once
told Ian Sample, the author of Massive:
The Hunt for the God Particle: “Imagine
a snowfield that goes on forever in all
directions, Beams of light move through
it as though they have skis on: they zip
through the ficld as if it weren't there,
Some particles have snowshoes and
make less swift progress. Others go

Indrajit Hazra

I’s uernble

barefoot and are destined to trudge
around at a snail’s pace. A particle’s
mass is simply a measure of how much
it gets bogged down in the field.”

But hang en. What I'm doing now is
telling you what I've been reading about
the hunt for the Higg's boson that start-
ed in earnest and was being reported in
the news sinée 2008. My understanding
of and belief in the Higg's boson — and,
while I'm at it, in sub-atomic particles,
the workings of the humanbrain, how a
credit card works, or the Earth circling
the Sun— is based on faith. I don't actu-
ally make the effort of checking whether
what the scientists tell us is the truth.
FvenifIwasn't so lazy, I'm not equipped
with the requisite skills.

‘When scientists tell us that nothing
can move faster than light, we tend to
believe them without demanding data
to double-check Einstein’'s mass-energy
equivalence equation, regardless of how
cool that sounds. {(When scientists last
year announced that they had spotted
sub-atomic neutrinos that broke the
speed of light, we believed them. By
March this year, the same lot said that
there had been a glitch and neutrinos
don't actually move faster than light.

»Sciencible: A 19t
‘a medieval missionary who has found
the point where Heaven and Earth meet”

ng of

We believed them again.)

So what exactly does understand-
ing mean, even when we say we have
understood something? I posed this
question to Shobhit Mahajan, professor
of physics and astrophysics, University
of Delhi. Forget about us chatting about
the Higg's boson at dinner parties trying
to show that we could have got into II'T
were it not for being pushed into the
family business. How does the scientist
— asopposed to the layabout layman as
well as the religious geek whose notions
of knowledge is based on the same tenets
as those by which a kid believes in Santa
~ define understanding?

“Till the coming of quantum mechan-
ics [the physics that governs nature
that lies at the sub-atomic level] in the
last century, whatever phenomenon
one encountered could be, in principle
at least, sensed by our senses: apples
falling, the sun being eclipsed, water

becoming steam, There it was possible
to have mental images of the phenomena
[which could be made understandable -
through metaphors to the receptive
layperson], in addition to mathematics
as a tool for understanding it,” says
Mahajan.

The ‘problem’ started with the advent
of quantum mechanics which dealt
with things that could not be directly
sensed by our senses. There, the only
tool to understanding was mathemat-
ics. So the colourful ‘acid trip’ images
that have been accompanying all those
news stories on the Higg's bosen all
this while have as little to do'with the
much-feted particle as the film set on
which the pivotal dance scene in Disco
Dancer was shot has to do with Mithun
Chakraborty.

“So, the answer to the question, What
does one mean when one says that he
understands the falling of an apple from
a tree? is,” says Mahajan, “that I can
write down the equation that governs
the apple falling and this equation will
be true for all apples and trees and then,
with appropriate generalisations, also
hold true for the Earth orbiting the Sun.”

Mathematics is the language used
for constructing ‘metaphors’ to explain
physical phenomena — except that
maths does it more accurately and
closer to reality than, say, ‘snowfield’
and ‘ski marks’. So till I brush up my
maths and figure out what I need to
confirm about the Higg’s boson — and
about the Earth orbiting the Sun —I'll
outsource my understanding to smarter
folks and just trust them.

: wihazra®hindustantimes com
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Spreading confusion

Confusion helps people learn better
-— ANI, June 21

ave you been dazed and bewil-

dered by the recent attempt

to get the IITs to change a

perfectly good admission sys-

tem? Are you baffled by the
education ministry’s decision to do away
. with school exams and pass every child
till class 8, thus exponentially increasing
the number of illiterates? Have you often
wondered what on earth the govern—
ment is up to, allowing the
nation's economy to sink
like a stone? Do their poli-
cy flip-flops confuse you? If
80, you can stop worrying.
The government is not, as
you thought, completely
clueless. It's all part of a
cunning well-thought-
out master plan. Sidney
D'Mello, psychologist and

weaving circles back and forth, leaving
folks dumbstruck.” “In fact, this govern-
ment probably has the best record of
sowing confusion among the populace,”
said the spokesman smugly.

But the Opposition was quick to rub-
bish the idea. “Just look at the utter con-
fusion we have created in Karnataka,”
said a BJP supporter. Smaller parties
admit though that they are flummoxed.
“We have been trying our best to confuse
}he public but have ended up being

confused ourselves,” said a Trinamool

leader.

Others ¢laim we are
 amateurs at creating
i confusion. “What we have
done in Pakistan,” said a
Pakistani ace confuser,
“is mash up the State and
+{ the military and the ISI

1 thoroughly, add a dash
4 of non-State actors to
41 the mix, dunk the lot in

computer s¢ientist at the -4 religion and simmer with
University of Notre Dame N US arms until our people
in the US, has found in *The road to learning can't tell their elbows from
a recent study that “by their behinds.” But gov-

strategically inducing confusion in a
learning session on difficult conceptual
topics, people actually learned more
effectively”

“We've all along known instinctively
that we had to spread confusion if we
wanted students to start learning,” said
a guy in a polka-dotted lungi smoking
a bidi who claimed to be an official at
the education department. “That is
why,” added a primary teacher, “while I
ordinarily teach that two plus two equals
four, sometimes I tell my students that
it could, under special circumstances,
add up to 1,76,000 crore” “Which, as
you know, equals zero,” explained the
guy in the lungi,

It's not only in education that they've
been trying to sow confusion. “Consider
the telecom department,” said a guy
who looked like a depraved govern-
ment spokesman, “notice how expertly
we have managed to kick all decisions
from the ministry to the department
of telecommunications to the Telecom
Regulatory Authority to the Group
of Ministers to the Telecom Disputes
Settlement and Appellate Tribunal,

ernments in Europe say they are the
best. “The eurozone is tailor-made for
confusion,” said a spokesperson. “Have
you any idea of the hopeless muddle
that happens when 17 heads of State
have to agree for every decision?” she
asked. “By the way,” she added, “Where
am [7 Who am I?7”

Other professions say they can do
better, “It is we who are responsible
for the global financial crisis and the
enormous confusion it has caused,”
boasted a free-market economist. The
philosopher merely queried, “Don't you
think Zizek finds the place for Lacanin
Hegel by seeing the Real as the correlate
of the self-division and self-doubling
within phenomena?” and smirked.

Ifind all this very comforting, Earlier,
I used to think it was my feeble brain
that produced the fog of confusion that
enveloped me. I now know it’s all part
of the learning process and go around
compassionately confusing others.

& manas c@lvemnt.com

Manas Chakravarty is

Consulting Editor, Mint

Views expressed by the author are personal
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Separate all-India
merit lists for IITs

Format will not affect reservation policy

' Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI: Separate ali-In-
dia merit list of general,
scheduled caste, scheduled
tribe and other backward
class category students will
be prepared for admission
to the IITs under the pro-
posed joint entrance test to
be held from 2013.

Ending the logjam over the
government’s ‘one nation, one
examination’ proposal, the ITT
council recently decided that
only top 20 percentile holders
in their respective school
boards will be entitled for ad-
missions to the premier tech-
nical institutions on the basis
of their performance in the
JEE-Advance. '

“The new format will not af-
fect the reservation policy in ad-
missions. The all-India merit fist
will have category wise list of
top 20 percentile holders of the

- respective school boards, not a
general list,” a Human Re-
source Development Ministry
official told Deccan Herald.

For instance, if the joint ad-
mission board (JAB) of IITs is
looking into the percentile of a
candidate who belongs to

Hi!f!!fii.'[iiMFF?JIFHIEZ!IHEZJHH'E’Jf!;’f!iﬂiHHE’MH[EHHHEIHEH!EEIEH!EEHEHI*EEI

RTI Act in school books

‘$xe=. | School children may now get
.Y~ exposure to the basics of the Right
~ A%y toInformation Actwiththe
A %] National Council for Educational
ol A Research Training examining a
"% XM suggestion for inclusion of the
i landmark law in the school
4 curriculum, DHNS reports.
| Detalls on Page 9

EURIBEEEL LT LR s

scheduled caste, itwill only com-
pare his school board marks
with the marks of candidates
belonging to his category.

“Percentile of candidate be-
longing to general or reserved
category will only be deter-
mined comparing his school
board marks with other candi-
dates of his or her category, not
with those belonging to other
category,” the official clarified.

The screening of 1.50 lakh
students after their perform-
ance in JEE-Main will also be
done keeping the percentage
of reserved seats in mind, he
added.

For the SC and ST category
students, 15 per cent and 7.5
per cent seats respectively are

reserved in every programme
in all ITTs. For candidates be-
longing to OBC (non creamy
layer), 27 per cent seats are re-
served in all ITTs.

Percentile score of astudent
is obtained by dividing the
number of students below him
or her with the total number
of students appeared in the ex-
amination,

The equivalent percentage
of marks for top 20 percentile
holders of different school
boards and categories is being
worked out by the respective
state secondary school boards.
“They are expected to make
top 20 percentile holders pub-
lic very soon,” the official said.
DH News Service
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B studen launch music L‘aa'on

HT Correspondent

N Jetters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL A group of ITT-
Bombay students has
launched an Internet-based
radio station.

Be The Change Radio
aims to be a platform to
showcase new sounds and
unknown bands.

The four musician
friends, including two ex-
students, came up with the
idea in January and
launched the online channel
in June. The station has
seen 700 visitors every day
gince.

The channel has a data-
base of songs from 250
Indian bands straddling
multiple genres: from fusion
to rock to blues,

“People may visit to hear

Nlustration: ABHIMANYU SINHA

a band they are familiar
with, but may stumble on a
lesser known band and dis-
cover something they like,”
said Kaustub Pandey, 20, a
fourth-year engineering stu-

dent and a co-founder of the
channel.

Accessing music on the
channel is free of charge, “1
didn’t realise there was so
much different music being
made across the country,”
said Pratibha Pathania, 19, a
fourth-year engineering stu-
dent.

So far, the group has
been paying the cost of
hosting the website on the
server, but is now hoping to
evolve a business model in
coming days.

For bands, the more
avenues for making their
music available, the better.
“More exposure means
more awareness, which
means more people coming
to concerts,” said Stuart
Dacosta, member of the
band, Something Relevant.
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Increasing pressures on universities in a globahsed world is changmg the role assigned to them

TUSHAR K MISHRA

ince a decade or so our uni-
versities, business and techni-
cal schools have come under
enormous pressure, They are
increasingly forced to renovate and
perform educational roles efficiently.
The transfer of their results should gen-
erate economic as well as societal ben-
efits. They should provide education for
students that generates not only glob-
ally exploitable knowledge, but also
social benefits by way of reservations.

The tension between the two tasks _

or roles is increasing due to the intro-
ductive way of renovation, which
undermines the role of acade{mclans
and researchers. This kind of output-
oriented view also shapes the discus-
sion about knowledge bases and the
purpose of knowledge transfer. We
need to discuss whether we keep up
with the disciplinary perspective on
transfer of knowledge or take up the
economic [commercial or global] per-
spective as an entrepreneur. Every dis-
cipline practices transfer of knowledge,
but each discipline uses transfer forms,
which suits its socio-cultural needs.
When the problems of minorities
and backward classes became critical,
the educational system once more is
being relied upon as a primary instru-
ment of social justice. The colleges and
universities have become secular tem-

- ples of socio-economic reconstruction,

opening their portals to extend succour
to the socially backward, and econom-
ically displaced, including the weaker
sex in society.

Global competition, complex soci-
etal problems, the policy of privati-
sation and commercialisation have

contributed to alterations in the socio-
educational roles and responsibilities in
universities. Along with the modernity-
led renovation role, social accountabil-
ity pressures to address governance,
moral degeneration and corruption
issues have mounted over time.

In policy terms, higher education
is being regarded as every opportu-
nity made available for, and every
process by which an individual can
acquire skills, attitudes, values, beliefs
and senses within a global society. The
way regulations in the education sec-
tor work is now deeply influenced by
external forces as well as by domestic
political-business interests. This glo-
balised educational culture can be seen
as being provided by rationality, sci-
ence and conception of human rights,

which are created through processes of ,

cultural diffusion and installed in indi-
viduals by formal education,

The college and university system,
which was initially established to pro-
vide sustainable life style for the masses
and supply skilled personnel for the
businesses, finds its objectives expand-
ing now. The elite wants to employ
education as a device for its own self-
enhancement while the middle class
wants to employ it as an instrument of
upward social mobility. The masses are
using education as a means to abridge
gap between themselves and the privi-
leged in the global society.

A disturbing feature of global soci-
ety is that in spite of vast advances in
material earth and the establishment
of a number of institutions for welfare
mankind has neither developed mor-
als nor found peace and happiness.
The once slow, now increasingly fast
moving economic disaster unfolding

We need to discuss
whether we keep up
with the disciplinary

perspective on transfer
of knowledge or take up
the economic perspective
as an entrepreneur

across the globe is best understood as
the result of really degenerating moral
principles that culminate into dysfunc-
tional relationships. Sure enough, while
future of the societal relationships is
shaping up in an utterly unpredictable

manner, the most rational actor in this
situation may be the teachers, who have
a respectable legacy and a knowledge
basis. Inaugurating a global project of
Brahma Kumaris, Chief Minister Sheila
Dixit said that excessive material, scien-
tific and technological growth without
proportionate ethical, moral and spir-
itual development has resulted in sev-
eral social problems, which are driving
the entire human race towards a fright-
ening future. She attributed ‘human
avarice, fear, insecurity, ills and ail-
ments’ to ‘people’s increasing subservi-
ence to materialistic, consumerist and
physical sense-centric lifestyle and cul-
ture Following can be held as the major
causalities of unjversities renovation

programme:

Holistic Education - one inevita-
ble casualty of the continuous adding
of additional roles and activities into
the university system is the conven-
tional ‘holistic education: The clue to

~this role assigned by the state to uni-
versities, including its inevitable casu-
alty, the ‘holistic education’ emerged
in a focussed way in a recently held
international conference on this topic
organised by a Delhi university college.
As director of the conference; I was
given to understand that, with the dete-
rioration in the general human inter-
est, under the influence of scientific or
‘materialistic preoccupations and result
of globalisation, the demands of educa-

tion are often directly contrary to those
of ‘holistic or humanistic education!

Quality learning — judgements of
the quality of education and learning
have become virtually meaningless
under the circumstances. The con-
‘cept of what every college graduate
should learn has grown increasingly
ambiguous and excellence in teach-
ing become harder to determine but
contribution to knowledge is presum-
ably easier to ascertain - at least if it
results in enhancing employability and
in printed material, which is acknowl-
edged to be important by professionals
of the given field.

In a global society, we both learn
in order to be workers so that we can
produce and then we learn that we have
needs to consume so that we devour the
commodities that we have produced,
whereas others take the profits.

Educational accountability - sys-
tem of educational accountability has
been in existence for centuries, but
the mode in which they are currently
being used is distinctive from the past.
Early accountability system held prin-
cipally the students accountable for
their learning through the use of exam-
ination. The exams were high-stakes in
that they had significant consequences
for the students who took them, but

rarely did they call into question the

viability and efficacy of institutions of
education. Under the impact of glo-
balisation, accountability has shifted to
the institutions and education is being
transformed into a commodity
available to those with the resources.
To be continued...
Tushar K Mishra is an associate
professor, Ramanujan College,
University of Delhi
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The new brain drain

Higher education’s crisis is due to widening
gap between demand and supply

HIS YEAR, Delhi Univer-
I sity has pointed to the
shape of things to come in

higher education. While primary
and secondary education remain

essentially broken, having failed to -

adequately serve the majority of
the population, they are yet pro-
ducing enough aspirants to cause a
demand crisis in higher education.

With cutoff marks at Delhi

. University slowly tending towards

100 per cent, the system that has

served students and institutions

for three decades is failing.

Itis encouraging students to try
their luck overseas, reinvigorating
the brain drain precisely when it is
being reversed by uncertainties
and visa restrictions abroad. It is
also urging students to fall back on
quotas for extracurricular activi-
ties, though the university system
in India does not prioritise them,
A promising basketball player in
the US will be sought out by lead-
ing universities, but this does not
happen in India. However, cutoffs
are not the problem because the
extraordinary pressure on seats
would persist even if they were re-

duced to zero per cent. Cutoffs
simply reduce the number of
candidates that universities and
colleges have to process. The real
problem is the widening gap

between the demand and supply’

of higher education.

This gap can be narrowed only
by the rapid deployment of hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of new in-
stitutions. Teaching shops should
be discouraged and standardisa-
tion promoted, so they should be
rooted in existing educational
canons. The government has tried
to get up to speed by pushing the
Foreign Educational Institutions
Bill of 2010, Despite a cabinet nod,
it languishes. To bypass the need
for legislation, it has also called
upon the UGC to formulate guide-
lines for twinning Indian universi-

ties with their peers overseas, a -

policy that is followed in technical
education. However, fresh legisla-
tion is necessary for a sweeping
change, for which the government
must convince Parliament that the
now-visible crisis in Delhi Univer-
sity is only a forerunner of a gen-
eral disaster in higher education.
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UK visa curbs may
drive Indian pupils
to German univs

Ashis Ray | Thm

London: The British PMDa-
vid Cameron seems set to lift
visa resirictions imposed on
foreign students. The British
secretary of state for busi-
ness, mmnovation & skills
Vince Cable, a Liberal Demo-
crat, and the Conservative
party universities minister
under him. David Willets,
have argued that including
foreign studentsin immigra-
tion figures is an error, espe-
clally since majority of them
sooner or later leave UK after
completingtheir courses.
The Conservatives, now
in office with the Liberal
Democrats, made a manifes-
to promise before the 2010
general election of reducing
net migration to below
100,000 per yvear. One in 10un-
dergraduate or postgraduate
students in the UK comes
from outside the country
with China followed by India
providingthe main inflow.
With Britain scrapping
post-study visas, those out-
glde the EUwho canafford to
pay full fee for university
education in the UK have
been deterred from doing so.
Germany, a low-cost, high-
gquality higher studies desti-

1in 10 undergraduate
or postgraduate
students inthe UK
comes from outside
the country, with
China followed by

India providing the
main inflow

nation is also opening up for
Indians.thereby threatening
to pose serious competition
to British mstitutions.

Interestingly, in an exam-
ple of cross party unity, Nad-
him Zahawi, a Conservative
MP and Paul Blomfield, a La-
bour MP, warned of a*“grow-
ingperceptionabroad thatin
terms of higher education
Britain is not open for busi-
ness”. Cameron's likel v volte
facecomesat a time when his
authority as leader of the
Conservatives is being chal-
lenged by some of his party's
erandees and 50 to 100 odd
WPs over his plans toreform
the second chamber of par-
liarnent, the House of Lords,

Mine former Tory cabinet
ministers have written to
their party MPsurging them
torevoltagainstCameronon
the proposed change.
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